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REPORT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE BUBONIC 


SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH—AUGUST 98-29, 1941 


Plague is prevalent in all of the Rocky Mountain 
and Pacifie Coast States. During the current year it 


has been discovered for the first time in Colorado and 
North Dakota. 


More than 26 species of rodents have been impli- 


cated as susceptible to plague infection. 


Plague has reappeared among rats in San Fran- 


cisco and the East Bay during 1941, after having been 
absent since 1924. 

The Public Health Service maintains a plague lab- 
oratory in San Francisco and four field units each 
consisting of a truck with two hunters and trappers. 
This force is supplemented by 13 units financed by 
State Health Departments with Federal aid. These 
survey units are entirely inadequate to cover approxi- 
mately 1,000,000 square miles in 13 Western States 
which are known to be plague infected. With this 
inadequate force, surveys can not be made with suffi- 
cient frequency and intensity to define accurately the 
exact extent and distribution of the plague problem 
within the 13 States where the infection exists. 

The plague problem is potentially of grave public 
health importance. The history of this disease shows 


that during many centuries it has assumed epidemic 


proportions, especially in cities. History of the dis- 


ease shows also that when the disease appears in | 


bubonie form contracted from rat fleas, it sooner or 
later may assume the pneumonic type and be spread 
from person to person with uniformly fatal results. 

In addition to the ever present hazard to dwellers 
in the rural areas the present situation in the United 
States has serious public health, economic, and mili- 
tary potentialities for the following reasons: 


(1) The ever. increasing discovery eastward of 
plague infected foci suggests the possibility of epi- 
zootics among rats which are very prevalent in cities 


of the Mississippi Valley. 


(2) Reintroduction of plague infection is likely in 
additional West Coast Cities and may create an in- 
creased burden of unknown magnitude to our foreign 
commerce through quarantine measures imposed by 
other countries against the United States under pro- 
visions of treaties to which the United States is 
slenatory. 

(3) Military concentrations and maneuvers in any 
of these Western States constitute a real hazard to 
the soldier unless extensive rodent control is carried 
out in all such areas. This applies particularly to 
the Boise and Hunter Liggett areas. 


In its very nature the plague problem is one which 


can not be handled entirely by State authorities alone. 
The technical leadership and financial assistance of 
the Federal Government are necessary, not only from 
the standpoint of effective control but also because the 


United States has assumed definite treaty obligations 


to control plague and to prevent its introduction into 
ports. 

From the evidence presented to the conference it 
appears that complete control of plague is not eco- 


nomically feasible without a great increase in Federal, _ 


State, and local expenditures. It appears that there 
is great value in surveying as extensively as possible 
to determine the locations of infected rodents. This 
information indicates the necessary control measures 


which must be carried out. Funds must be made 


available for this purpose. 
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An sbisenional campaign is recommended to the 
end that greater appreciation be developed of the 
dangers inherent in permitting rodents in close con- 
tact with human habitation in areas at present in- 
fected, in permitting further spread eastward of 
plague infection and in permitting city rats to be 
infected by wild rodents, especially ground squirrels. 

It is further recommended that adequate supervi- 
sion of garbage disposal procedures be carried out as 
a means of reducing the rat population in urban areas 


and thereby preventing transference of infection from 
This should complement . 


wild rodents to city rats. 
intensive rat-proofing and eradicative measure in all 


cities and aggregations of population as a means of 


controlling not only plague but in addition typhus 


fever and other disease where rats are involved. 


_ In order to prevent the spread of plague from wild 
rodents to urban rats it is recommended that there be 
established rodent free zones -around all towns and 
cities. 


Because of the comparatively short season in which 


survey and rodent eradicative measures may be ef- 
fected in certain of the States and the difficulty of 
such States in annually obtaining qualified seasonal 
employees for the work, it is recommended that the 


United States Public Health Service assume the re- 
sponsibility of assembling equipment, supplies and 


staff which it will make available to such States. 

In order to carry out the above program, which is 
a minimum to prevent the further spread of plague, 
it is recommended that the United States Public 


Health Service expend annually $900,000 and that 


the State and local health agencies expend an equal 
amount for the control of plague. 


COMMITTEE 


Bertram P. Brown, M.D., Chairman, 
Director, California State Department of Public 
Health, San Francisco. 


William M. McKay, M.D., 
State Health Officer, Salt Lake City, Utah. 


Donald G. Evans, M.D., Secretary, 
Director, Washington State Department of Public 


Health, Seattle. 


CONSULTANTS 


Assistant Surgeon General C. L. Williams, U. S. P. 
H. 8., Washington, D. C. 


Medical Director R. H. Creel, U. 8S. P. H. g. San 
Francisco. 


Senior Surgeon N. E. Wayson, U. S. P. H. S., San 
Francisco. 


PROGRAM 


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH OFFICERS LEAGUE OF 
CALIFORNIA CITIES 


LEE A. STONE, M.D., President 


Meeting Place: City Council Chamber, City Hall, Sacramento, 
California 


Hotel Headquarters: Hotel Sacramento, Sacramento 


Monday, October 13th 


10.00 a.m.—Opening Address: Dr. Lee A. Stone, President, 


California Health Officers’ Association. 


2.30 p.m.—Chairman: John Rafferty, M.D., Health Officer, 
Sonoma County. 

“Industrial Health Conservation and Accident Pre. 
vention’”—Mr. C. H. Fry, Chief, Bureau of Acci- 
dent Prevention of the California Industrial 
Accident Commission. 

Discussant: John TT. Russell, M.D., M.S.P.H., 
Chief, California State Industrial Hygiene Serv. 
ice. 


De 3 45 p.m —‘“New Measures for Control of Food, Drugs and 
Liquors’”—Milton P. Duffy, Chief, Bureau of 
Pure Foods and Drugs, California State Depart- 
ment of Public Health. 
Discussant: Lee A. Stone, M.D., Madera County 
Health Officer. 


Tuesday, October 14th 


Chairman: Herbert True, M.D., Health Officer, 
City of Sacramento. 
0.004 m.—“Diphtheria”—Dr. Amos Christie, University of 


California Hospital, member of the State Board 
of Health. 


Discussant: Dr. Ira Church, Health Officer, Ala- 
meda County. 


10.30 a.m.—“‘Competitive Methods in Public Health Educa- 


tion.” Panel discussion—Mr. Jennings Pierce, 
Educational Director, National Broadcasting 
Company, San Francisco; Mrs. Ann Wilson 
Haynes, Public Information Editor, State De- 
partment of Public Health; Dr. Milton Silver- 
man, Science Editor, San Francisco Chronicle. 


Afternoon—I ree. 


Wednesday, October 15th 


Program Chairman: Wilton L. Halverson, M.D., 
Health Officer, Los Angeles County. 


9.00 a.m.—Joint meeting between Mayors and City Councilmen 
and Health Officers. (Panel discussion group 
yet to be arranged.) 


11.00 a.m.—Meeting of nominating committee. 


12.00 noon—Lunecheon for Health Officers and guests. Pro- 
gram ” J. B. Harris, M.D., Sacramento. 


Afternoon 


Session—Chairman: Dr. Alex Lesem, San Diego County 
Health Officer. 


2.15 p.m.—Russell Franz, M.D., M.P.H., Venerial Disease 
Control Officer, City of Sacramento. 
“Modern Venereal Disease Control With Particular 
Relation to Cantonment Areas.” 
Discussant: Malcolm Merrill, M.D., Chief, Bureau 
of Venereal Disease Control, California State 
Department of Public Health. © 


3.15 p.m.—Panel Discussion—“‘Improved Coordination Be- 
tween Medical Societies and Official Health 
Agencies.” Dewey Powell, M.D., Member of 
Council of C. M. A. and Board of Directors of 
C. P. S., Stockton, California; and A. E. Larsen, 
M.D., Secretary and Medical Director, California 
Physicians Service, San Francisco. 
Discussant: George M. Uhl, M.D., ‘Health Officer, 
City of Los Angeles. 
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7.00 p.m.—Annual banquet of the California Health Officers’ 
Association. Banquet to be held at Elks Ban- 
quet Hall, Elks Club, Sacramento. 


Thursday, October 16th 


Chairman: Lee A. Stone, M.D., Health Officer, 
Madera County. 
9.00 to 
10.00 a.m.—‘Welfare Problems’—H. M. Scott, Welfare Direc- 
tor, Madera County. | 
Discussant: John Sippy, M.D., San Joaquin 
County Health Officer. | 


10.30 a.m.—Business meeting, California Health Officers’ Asso- 
ciation. | 


12.00 noon—F inal Luncheon. 


HIGHWAY EATING PLACES 


‘Investigations into sanitation of highway eating 


places and service stations were made during July 
along the following sections of the State highway: 
Highway No. 40, through Placer County from Sacra- 
mento County line to Nevada County line; U. S. 
No. 99 from Mexico-California boundary to Impe- 
rial-Riverside line exclusive of Calexico, El Centro, 
Imperial, Brawley, Westmoreland and _ ineludes 
Heber; U. S. Nos. 6 and 395 Highway from Kern- 
Inyo County line to South City limits line of Bishop 
through Olancha and Big Pine exclusive of Lone 
Pine and Independence. Following is a summary 
of conditions encountered at highway eating places 
and service stations along the above highways: 


Total number of eating places inspected_______-_ 15 
Total number with conditions satisfactory______ 39 
Total number with minor defects____________-- 23 
Total number with insanitary conditions_______-_ 13 
Total number of service stations inspected_____- (i) 
Total number with conditions satisfactory_____-_ 42 
Total number with minor defects___._.____--____ 21 
Total number with insanitary conditions________ 12 
PSITTACOSIS CONTROL 


During the month of July, 1941, shipments of 
2.388 shell parrakeets to other States were author- 
ized, also certificates for 208 larger psittacine birds 
were issued. There were 48 aviary inspections. 

As a continuation of the survey of the released 
aviaries, 152 shell parrakeets were collected from 
nine aviaries for laboratory examination, also 56 
birds were collected from three new aviaries for 
first tests. Two hundred and forty-one birds were 
destroyed in two aviaries on the basis of laboratory 
findings previously reported. 


CASE REPORTS 


During July 2,349 cases of syphilis and 1,844 cases 
of gonorrhea were reported to the State Depart- 
ment of Public Health. 


RODENT SURVEY 


The rodent survey, carried on by the Bureau of 
Sanitary Inspections, was continued during July 
in sections of Alameda, Contra Costa, Kern, Los 
Angeles, Monterey, Santa Cruz, and Siskiyou coun- 
ties. More than 5,600 animals were collected and 
examined and nearly 30,000 fleas, taken from such 
animals, were sent to the laboratory for examina- 
tion. Plague was demonstrated in 10 ground squir- 


rels, 27 pools of fleas, and one pool of ticks from Ala- 


meda, Siskiyou, Kern and Santa Cruz counties. 
- The United States Public Health Service also re- 
ported the finding of one rat, positive for plague, 
taken in San Francisco. In conducting the survey, 
224 ranches and other premises were hunted over, 
33 cities and towns were investigated and in addi-. 
tion to fleas, ticks and lice were taken from animals 
collected. In addition to ground squirrels, rats, 
chipmunks, and domestic mice were collected. 
An intensive investigation was made of the rodent 
situation in Siskiyou County, where a human case 
occurred in a 10-year old boy which terminated 
fatally in June. Practically all ground squirrels had 
disappeared from the ranch where the boy lived. 


State field crews were able to collect only 28 squir- 


rels on the premises. Careful post mortem exam- 
ination failed to show any indication of infection 
except in one squirrel which, on laboratory exam- 
ination, showed tularemia infection but not plague. 
Nevertheless, plague was demonstrated in four 
pools of fleas collected from the rodents. One of 


the four pools of fleas, positive for plague, was from 


600 fleas taken from a ground squirrel, laboratory 
examination of which proved positive for tularemia. 
Intensive operations will be continued in Siskiyou 
County. Surveys and rodent control operations 
were carried on during the month in the vicinity 
of military camps in Monterey, Santa Clara, San 
Francisco and other localities throughout the State. 
At the request of Army authorities and the United 
States Public Health Service, one survey unit was 
detailed to the East Bay area, where operations 
were conducted along the water front. Similar 
activities were undertaken at Mare Island Navy 
Yard, as well as in the vicinity of Army or Navy 


sectors in Tehama, Inyo, Kern and Los Angeles 
counties. 


LEPROSY 


Two Japanese children, whose mother was sent 
to the Federal leprosarium in Louisiana in 1935, 
developed leprosy, presumably through contact with 
the mother before the discovery of her leprous con- 
dition. 
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MORBIDITY 


Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week Ending 


August 30, 1941 
Chickenpox 

87 cases: Alameda County 7, Alameda 2, Berkeley 2, Oakland 
6, Fresno County 2, Los Angeles County 6, Glendale 2, La 
Verne 5, Long Beach 4, Los Angeles 17, Redondo 2, Bell 2, Napa 
County 3, Colfax 1, Sacramento County 1, Sacramento 2, San 
Francisco 7, Santa Barbara County 2, Santa Clara County .1, 
Santa Cruz 12, Sutter County 1. | 


Diphtheria 
4 cases: Oakland 1, Los Angeles 3. 


German Measles 


46 cases: Alameda 1, Berkeley 3, Oakland 2, Fresno County 1, 
Lassen County 1, Susanville 1, Los Angeles County 6, Hunting- 
ton Park 2, Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 4, Pasadena 3, Torrance 
1, Mill Valley 1, Carmel 1, Huntington Beach 1, Santa Ana l, 
San op 2, San Francisco 6, Santa Clara County 1, Sonoma 
County 6. 


Influenza 


16 cases: Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 5, Redondo 1, May- 
wood 1. | 


Malaria 


8 cases: Butte County 2, Marysville 1, California is. 


102 cases: Oakland 3, Contra Costa County 1, Fresno County 
1, Eureka 1, Corcoran 1, Los Angeles County 4, Avalon 1, Glen- 
dale 1, Huntington Park 3, Los Angeles 9, Monrovia 1, Pasa- 
dena 1, Redondo 1, San Gabriel 1, Whittier 1, Mill Valley 2, 
San Quentin 1, King City 2, Tustin 1, Riverside County 1, Sac- 
ramento 2, San Bernardino County 2, San Diego County 1, 


Coronado 1, San Diego 2, San Francisco 2, San Luis Obispo | 


County 1, Burlingame 1, Santa Barbara County 1, Santa Clara 
Hos sgl 3, Sonoma County 6, Modesto 1, Visalia 1, Santa 
aula 3. | | | 


Mumps 


251 cases: Alameda County 1, Alameda 2, Oakland 10, Chico: 1, 
Fresno County 5, Fresno 1, Kern County 2, Kings County. 1, 


Los Angeles County 13, Alhambra 2, Azusa 1, Burbank 2, Glien- 


dale 1, Huntington Park 1, Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 28, Pasa- 
dena 5, Pomona 2, San Marino 1, Santa Monica 2, Whittier 4, 
South Gate 4, Maywood 1, Bell 1, Chowchilla 4, Merced 1, 
Monterey County 2, King img * 2, Pacific Grove 1, Soledad 1, 
Orange County 5, Anaheim 1, Fullerton 2, Huntington Beach 1, 


Santa Ana 2, Banning 2, Sacramento County 1, San Bernardino 


County 17, Ontario 1, San Diego County 6, Chula Vista 3, Escon- 
dido 4, National City 5, San Diego 39, San Francisco 20, San 
Joaquin County 1, Lodi 1, San Luis Obispo County 2, Burlin- 
game 2, Santa Barbara County 2, Lompoc 2, Santa Barbara 3, 
Santa Maria 2, Santa Clara County 2, San Jose 2, Santa Cruz 
County 1, Vallejo 1, Sonoma County 3, Sutter County 1, Trinity 
County 1, Santa Paula 5, Yolo County 1, Woodland 3. : 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


50 cases: Berkeley 2, Oakland 1, Los Angeles County 5, Los 
Angeles 12, Salinas 2, Sacramento 1, Chino 1, San Bernardino 1, 
San Francisco 6, South San Francisco 1, Santa Clara County 1, 
Sonoma County 1, Petaluma 1. 


Scarlet Fever 


28 cases: San Leandro 2, Fresno County 3, Kern County 1, 
Los Angeles County 1, Burbank 1, Los Angeles 6, Manhattan 1, 
Pasadena 1, Redondo 1, Bell 1, Santa Ana 2, La Mesa 1, San 
Diego 1, San Francisco 2, San Jose 1, Modesto 1, Lindsay 1. 


Smallpox 
No cases reported. 


Typhoid Fever | 


6 cases: Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 2, San Bernardino County 
1, Sonora 1, California 1.* : 


Whooping Cough 


212 cases: Alameda County 4, Alameda 3, Berkeley 5, Oakland 
10, San Leandro 2, Fresno County 1, Clovis 2, Fresno 5, Kings 
County 1, Los Angeles County 18, Burbank 5, Covina 1, Hunt- 
ington Park 2, Long Beach 8, Los Angeles 35, Pasadena 2, San 
Gabriel 1, Santa Monica 2, Whittier 1, South Gate 6, Merced 
County 4, Monterey County 2, Soledad 7, Santa Ana 6, Riverside 
County 14, San Jacinto 2, San Bernardino County 1, San Diego 
County 6, Las Mesa 1, National City 4, San Diego 20, San 


Francisco 11, San Joaquin County 12, Stockton 6, San Luis 
Obispo _ _2, Santa Bar _Santa—Barbara- 
Santa Maria 4, Santa Clara County 2, Mountain View 1, Palo 


* Cases charged to “California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness travel- 
ing about the State throughout the incubation period of the 
disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 
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11 cases: Kings County 1, Alhambra 1, Burbank 1, Hunting- 


2327 9-41 6,750 


Alto 2, San Jose 2, Shasta County 2, Sonoma County 4, Trinity 
County 1, Visalia 1, Ventura County 4, Fillmore 1, Davis 3. 


Dysentery (Amoebic) 


13 cases: Fresno County 1, Los Angeles 1, San Gabriel 1, 
ay ahd 1, San Bernardino County 3, Ontario 1, Upland 3, San 
ose 1. | 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 
10 cases: Butte County 2, Los Angeles County 4, Los Angeles 4, 


Leprosy | 
One case: Los Angeles. 


Ophthalmia Neonatorum 
One case: Lompoc. 


Poliomyelitis 


7 cases: Alameda County 1, Los Angeles County 1, Los 
Angeles 2, Pomona 1, Santa Barbara County 1, Marysville 1. 


Tetanus 
2 cases: Los Angeles. 


Trachoma 
2 cases: Selma 1, Modoc County 1. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic) 
3 cases: Fresno County , Tulare County 1. 


Paratyphoid Fever 
One case: Oakland. 


Trichinosis 
2 cases: Oakland. 


Typhus Fever | 
One case: Los Angeles County. 


Jaundice (Epidemic) 
4 cases: Los Angeles County. 


Food Poisoning 
6 cases: San Francisco. 


Undulant Fever 


ton Park 1, Los Angeles 2, Pasadena 1, Salinas 1, San Bernar- 
dino 1, Santa Barbara County 1, Lompoc 1. 


Septic Sore Throat 
One case: Kern County. 


Epilepsy 


31 cases: Oakland 1, Los Angeles County 1, Los Angeles 16, 
bin ogg San Bernardino County 4, San Francisco 5, Sonoma 
ounty 3. | 


Rabies (Animal) : 
10 cases: Los Angeles County 3, Los Angeles 2, Redondo 1, 


South Gate 1, Palos Verdes 1, San Bernardino 2. 


In these days, half our diseases come from the 
neglect of the body in the overwork of the brain. 
In this railway age the wear and tear of labor and 
intellect go on without pause or self-pity. We live 
longer than our forefathers; but we suffer more from 
a thousand artificial anxieties and cares. They 
fatigued only the muscles—we exhaust the finer 
strength of the nerves.—Bulwer. 


* 


Cal j O7 n j a | 
Medical Library, 
Ord & Parnassus Aves., 
San Francisco, Calif. 
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